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Brick Gardens and St. Aloysius form a partnership to participate in the USA Today Network “A 
Community Thrives” campaign to repurpose an abandoned urban farm 
 
CINCINNATI, Ohio – Brick Gardens, a social-enterprise specializing in converting vacant buildings into 
indoor hydroponic grow farms, will partner with St. Aloysius, an integrated system of mental health 
services and education for children and adolescents in southwest Ohio, to implement an indoor 
hydroponic farming education program. Additionally, Brick Gardens, which began as a People’s Liberty 
Project Grant, and St. Aloysius will work to repurpose an outdoor abandoned urban farm located at the 
St. Al’s Reading Road main campus in the Bond Hill community. Enhancing the property creates a 
vibrant, fully occupied campus incorporating reinvigoration of St. Al’s history, the Bond Hill/Roselawn 
rejuvenation and community plan, as well as general beautification. The goal is to restore unused 
acreage for agricultural production, therapeutic gardening and beautification to be utilized as an 
educational tool for the Bond Hill neighborhood. Brick Gardens has been at the forefront of the local 
food network, particularly through utilizing indoor vertical hydroponic grow systems in vacant 
buildings, and repurposing land for agricultural production in neighborhoods considered food deserts. 
The community residents share in growing the food to be distributed within that community, driving 
education, neighborliness, and jobs. 
 
“Having an urban farm on campus will provide ecological and therapeutic outdoor education for the 
120+ students suffering from mental trauma attending day programs at St. Al’s along with the broader 
Bond Hill community,” says Domonique Peebles, Founder of Brick Gardens.  
 
The urban farm is one of many initiatives St. Al’s will pursue to build momentum for a vibrant campus. 
Hands-on training and education for volunteers and young people will align with STEM + Arts (STEAM) 
curriculums important to future jobs in agriculture and business.  
 
Through a partnership with Neighborhood Grow, a nonprofit community economic development 
organization, Brick Gardens will expand resident engagement, fostering a sense of collaboration and 
community identity, education on local economies, and neighborliness activities sustained through 
partnerships with community-based institutions and businesses. 
 
To make this project a reality, please contribute by following the link to our donation page; 
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/brickgardens-staloysius-farm.  
 
All donations will be received by St. Aloysius. To learn more about the project and partners you can 
contact: 
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